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reproduction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video images 
and spoken audio of said participants, said workstations being interconnected by a first network, 
said network providing a data path for carrying digital data signals among said workstations, the 
teleconferencing system comprising: 

(a) a data conference capture tools for capturing data generated at a workstation of a 
preparing participant; 

(b) annotation tools for annotating said captured data; and 

(c) a multimedia mai: system for preparing and storing, as a multimedia mail message, said 
captured and annotated data, and for forwarding said multimedia mail message to a receiving 
participant, whereby saic multimedia mail message can be received at any one of at least three 
collaborative venues beii ig 

(i) in real tir le at a location removed from said preparing participant; 

(ii) at a different time at the same location as said message was prepared; or 

(iii) at a diffe'ent time at a location removed from said preparing participant. 

4. The teleconferencing system of claim 3 wherein said multimedia mail system is in 
communication with a graphical animations originator device which can generate, save and 
replay animated graphical images to be included in a multimedia mail message. 



5. A teleconferending system for conducting a teleconference among a plurality of 
participants having workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with 
associated AV capture aid reproduction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video images 
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and spoken audio of said participants j said workstations being interconnected by a first network, 
said network providing a data path fcpr carrying digital data signals among said workstations, the 
teleconferencing system comprising! 

(a) an AV conference capture [tools for capturing audio and video generated, during a 
videoconference, at the workstation of a preparing participant; and 

(b) a multimedia mail system for preparing and storing, as a multimedia mail message, said 
captured video and audio for forwarding said multimedia mail message to a receiving participant 
whereby said multimedia mail message can be received at any one of at least three collaborative 
venues being 

(i) in real time at a Ideation removed from said preparing participant; 

at the same location as said message was prepared; or 
at a location removed from said preparing participant. 



(ii) at a different time 

(iii) at a different time 



6. The teleconferencing sy^em of claim 5 wherein the captured video images and audio 
includes video images and spotam audio directly associated with said preparing participant and 
at least one of video images anc audio not directly associated with said preparing participant. 



7. The teleconferencing syStem 
(a) a message markpr 

and 



according to claim 5 further comprising: 
for defining a marked portion of a multimedia mail message; 



wherein said marked poirtion can be selectively displayed by said receiving participant 
when said multimedia mail message is reproduced. 
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8. The teleconferencing system 
searching for a defined tag wh<;reby 



9. The teleconferencing 
a plurality of multimedia mai! 
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according to claim 7 further comprising a tag searcher for 
said portion of said message can be selectively displayed. 



system according to claim 8 wherein said tag searcher can search 
messages to locate said defined tag. 



10. The teleconferencing system of claim 5, further comprising: 

(a) a data conference manager for managing a data conference during which data are shared 
among a plurality of said participants and displayed on the monitors of their respective 
workstations; and 

(b) a multimedia conference recorder for synchronizing and recording both the video image 
and spoken audio of said p^cipants during said videoconference and the data shared during 
said data conference. 



11. The teleconferencing system of claim 10 further comprising: 

(a) capture tools for capturing said data to be shared; and 

(b) annotation tools foij annotating said shared data during a data conference, 

wherein said multimedia conference recorder is operable to synchronize the playback of 
said annotated data confei[ence recordings with said videoconference recordings. 



12. The teleconferenc ng 
the multimedia conference 
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for storing a multimedia docume it such that the multimedia document can be retrieved by a 
participant. 

13. The teleconferencing system of claim 12 wherein information can be transferred between 
the multimedia mail system, the 
storage. 



multimedia conference recorder and the multimedia document 



14. The teleconferencing system of claim 10 further comprising: 

(a) an AV file system for itoring and retrieving both the video image and spoken audio of 
said preparing participant and/ said recorded video image and spoken audio. 



15. The teleconferencing Isystem of claim 5, further comprising: 

(a) a multimedia mail depository associated with the receiving participant and being operable 
to receive and store multimedia mail messages under direction of the preparing participant. 



1 6 . The teleconferencing 
preparing the participant, 
the group consisting of auaio 



system of claim 15 wherein the mail depository is operable, by the 
receive mail messages having at least one component selected from 
io, video and data components. 



17. A teleconferencing; system for conducting a teleconference among a plurality of 
participants having workstiitions with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with 
associated AV capture and reproduction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video images 
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and spoken audio of said part cipants, said workstations being interconnected by a first network, 



said network providing a dat£ 
teleconferencing system co 



path for carrying digital data signals among said workstations, the 
arising : 

(a) a data conference mafnager for managing a data conference during which data are shared 
among a plurality of saiq participants and displayed on the monitors of their respective 
workstations; 

(b) an AV path for carrying AV signals among said workstations, said AV signals 
representing video images land/or spoken audio of said participants; 

(c) an AV conference! manager for managing a videoconference during which the video 
image and spoken audio cjf one of said participants is reproduced at the workstation of another 
of said participants; and 

(d) a multimedia mail system for storing, as a multimedia mail message, data and/or AV 



signals generated at the 



rarkstation of a preparing participant, during said teleconference and 



for forwarding said mul imedia mail message to a receiving participant. 

18. A teleconferencing system for conducting a teleconference among a plurality of 
participants having workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with 
associated AV capture aid reproduction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video images 
and spoken audio of sai( participants, said workstations being interconnected by a first network, 
said network providing ;i data path for carrying digital data signals among said workstations, the 
teleconferencing system comprising: 
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(a) an AV path for carryin^ 
representing video images and/or 



(b) an AV conference manaj er for managing a videoconference during which the video 



image and spoken audio of one 
another of said participants; and 
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AV signals among said workstations, said AV signals 



spoken audio of said participants; 



of said participants can be reproduced at the workstation of 
at least one of 

(c) a multimedia mail systdm for storing, as a multimedia mail message, AV signals 
generated at the workstation of a preparing participant, and for forwarding said multimedia mail 
message to a receiving participjint; or 

a multimedia conferena^ recorder for recording the AV signals representing the video 
images and spoken audio of said participants during said videoconference. 



whereby said AV path 



carries the AV signals generated during said videoconference. 



recorded by said multimedia cc nference recorder, and included in said multimedia mail message. 
19. The teleconferencing system of claim 18, further comprising: 

(a) an AV storage server for storing AV signals prepared by said multimedia mail system 
or recorded by said multimedia conference recorder, wherein 

(i) said a/v signals carried from said workstations to said AV storage server 
can be either analog or digital signals; 

(ii) said hW signals carried from said AV storage server to said workstations 
can be either analog or digital signals; and 

(iii) said AV signals can be stored in said AV storage server either in analog 
or digital formats. 
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capture and reproduction capabi: 
audio of said participants, said 



Docket: VCOR-OOl/llUS 



a teleconference among a plurality of participants having 



workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with associated AV 



ities for capturing and reproducing video images and spoken 
workstations being interconnected by a first network, said 
network providing a data path for carrying digital data signals among said workstations, the 
method comprising the steps ok 

(a) capturing data generated at a workstation of a preparing participant; 

(b) annotating said captured data; 



(c) preparing and storing, 
and . 



a multimedia mail message, said captured and annotated data; 



(d) forwarding said multimedia mail message for receipt, by a receiving participant, at any 
one of at least three collaborative venues being 

(i) in real time at a location removed from said preparing participant; 

(ii) at a different Itime at the same location as said message was prepared; or 

(iii) at a different time at a location removed from said preparing participant. 



21. The method of clai 



animated graphical images 
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20 further comprising the steps of generating, saving and replaying 
included in a multimedia mail message. 



22. A method for conducting a teleconference among a plurality of participants having 
workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with associated AV 
capture and reproduction Capabilities for capturing and reproducing video images and spoken 
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audio of said participants, 
network providing a data pj 



said workstations being interconnected by a first network, said 
th for carrying digital data signals among said workstations, the 
method comprising the step^ of: 

(a) capturing audio andj video generated, during a videoconference, at the workstation of a 
preparing participant; 

(b) preparing and storing, as a multimedia mail message, said captured video and audio; and 

timedia mail message for receipt, by a receiving participant, at any 
orative venues being 

(i) in real timjb at a location removed from said preparing participant; 

(ii) at a different time at the same location as said message was prepared; or 

(iii) at a different time at a location removed from said preparing participant. 



(c) forwarding said mu 
one of at least three coUal 



23. The method of Iclaim 22 further comprising the steps of 

(a) defining a marked portion of a multimedia mail message; and 

(b) selectively displaying the marked portion when said multimedia mail message is 
reproduced. 



24. The method df claim 23 further comprising the steps of: 

(a) searching for/ a defined tag; and 

(b) selectively displaying said portion of said message. 



21103589 
060796 



9. 



} \ 

Preliminary Amendment 



Docket: VCOR-OOl/llUS 



25. The method claim 22, further comprising the steps of: 

(a) managing a data copference during which data are shared among a plurality of said 
participants and displayed on the monitors of their respective workstations; 

(b) synchronizing both! the video image and spoken audio of said participants during said 
videoconference and the data shared during said data conference; and 

(c) recording the syncpronized video, audio and data. 



26. The method of claim 25 further comprising the steps of: 
(a) capturing said dalta to be shared; and 



(b) annotating said 



i hared data during a data conference. 



27. The method of c laim 25 further comprising the step of for storing a multimedia document 
such that the multimedia document can be retrieved by a participant. 

28. A method of Conducting a teleconference among a plurality of participants having 
workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with associated AV 
capture and reproduction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video images and spoken 
audio of said partici )ants, said workstations being interconnected by a first network, said 
network providing a data path for carrying digital data signals among said workstations, the 
method comprising ti e steps of: 

(a) carrying AV s gnals among said workstations, said AV signals representing video images 

and/or spoken audio of said participants; 
I 
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